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Environmental Conservation entitled Growth Without Ecodisasters? It was published primarily by Macmillan, as had been that emanating from the first ICEF, which had been held in Finland in 1971 as a forerunner to the United Nations' seminal 'Stockholm' conference held a year later. The last three ICEFs have been highlighted by Baer-Huxley Memorial Lectures by outstanding leaders; these should also be continued.
World Council For The Biosphere (WCB)
This body of 21 Councillors functioned autonomously for some years but as a project of the Foundation, its main purpose being 'to safeguard the continuing integrity of The Biosphere by serving as a select international forum for the analysis and appraisal of existing and foreseeable relationships between human population and economic development on one hand and, on the other, the totality of living and life-supporting systems of our planet which collectively constitute The Biosphere.' So many of its intended functions have latterly been taken on by well-endowed other bodies that, at a meeting in the Foundation's Headquarters on 24 October 1992, it was decided that WCB's remaining activities should revert directly to FEC. Meanwhile 'WCB should cease separate functioning, pending reconstitution as a rejuvenated body with its own administration, budget, and duly revised Constitution'. *
Environmental Conservation and its Index etc.
The Foundation's quarterly Journal has long-continued its influential way with an abundance of worthy submissions sent gratuitously from practically all over the world. Besides the usually 7 or 8 refereed and mainly scientific papers constituting its core, each issue contains 5 regular sections of normally from 4 to 10 pages each, namely (1) Editorial, etc.; (2) Short Communications & Reports; (3) Notes, News & Comments; (4) Conferences & Meetings; and (5) Book Reviews & Notices. Funds are still sought (a) to help with more editorial and incidental expenses, and (b) to increase the value of the annual Best Paper Prize which the Foundation's confidential Awards Committee almost habitually requests be split four ways.
The cumulative 'Index of Titles and Authors in Environmental Conservation, 1974-86', comprising 159 pages in the format of the Journal, is still available from the Foundation's Secretariat (address below) at the price of US $35 or SF 50 (postage included). It was followed by a Supplement covering the years 1987 and 1988, which is sent free to all recorded purchasers of the original Index while stocks last, and thereafter by 5-yearly supplements of which the first is due out in 1994 and will likewise be sent free to all recorded or new purchasers of the Index. Strong and a co-Author, and other leaders in the field, has recently been printed. The Foundation is being presented with 1,000 copies to distribute for US $12 apiece to individuals or US $20 to institutions. If this Original Paperback proves financially viable it will be followed by others, for which more than 30 possibilities have already been collected and one, on the theme of Population and Global Security, has already been planned and committed to -see item 5 in the Updated Notice on page 106 of this issue.
Other Journals and Series of Books

World Education Concerning The Biosphere
With the object of promoting world-wide knowledge of The Biosphere and appreciation of how humans are an integral part of it and utterly dependent on it, and yet are threatening it with their ever-increasing numbers and pressures on its finite resources, there were proposed in Environmental Conservation successively various activities and bodies leading up to the joint World Council For The Biosphere (WCB)-International Society for Environmental Education (ISEE). The former of these was founded primarily to foster the World Campaign for The Biosphere, while the latter became most closely associated with the North American Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE), of which the President is a Life Member. WCB was subsequently * See 'Notice: WCB and FEC, Environmental Conservation, 19(4), p. 296, 1992. However, as we go to press it looks as though the International Green Cross, recently founded under the Presidency of Mikhael Sergeyevich Gorbachev and planned to operate from Geneva and The Hague, may well be taking over the last-remaining major intended function of WCB, namely approaching decision-makers and influencing governments regarding impending dangers or ameliorative chances.
Editorial Section
[ 03 strengthened with the election of a full complement of 21 Councillors plus the Secretary-General of ISEE and a distinguished Media Adviser, the agreed adoption of a binding Constitution, and the appointment of a Secretary-General. Latterly, however, WCB has had several of its main raisons d'etre taken on by other bodies and its aspirations undermined otherwise; so it has been suspended as an active body in the manner explained in 2 above and footnote* on the preceding page. Of its residual functions that have reverted directly to FEC, the item following next should be especially noted -also that the affiliated ISEE looks like being superseded by a new body to collate Environmental Education world-wide which was founded during the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held at Rio de Janeiro in June 1992.+
Biosphere Day, Fund, Prizes, and Clubs
The Biosphere is that favoured layer of our Planet Earth's periphery -solid, liquid, and gaseous -in which any form of life exists naturally. It extends as far up into the atmosphere and down underground as any form of life persists without artificial aid, and so constitutes our entire human and all other known forms of life's sole natural habitat. It is therefore our utmost human, surely quintessential, duty to look after The Biosphere in every possible way. For this perhaps 30-km-thick peripheral layer of our Planet is relatively transient and alltoo-fragile, being gravely threatened by human population-pressures and profligacy; yet few seem to understand the true situation. Consequently we proposed, on 21 September 1991, that the same day on the calendar annually henceforth be solemnly observed and duly celebrated by all humanity as Biosphere Day. This follows Earth Day in early Spring and Environment Day normally on June 5th, and heralds in the Autumn Equinox in the Northern Hemisphere and reciprocally the Spring Equinox in the Southern Hemisphere.* To foster Biosphere Day we have proposed a supporting Fund and Prizes* -the latter hopefully comprising one major Biosphere Prize and about 6 satellite prizes for advances in component parts of the subject -and also Biosphere Clubs which it is hoped will ultimately span the world.**
Research and Writing etc. Projects
(a) Various worthy research and survey projects have been encouraged with due publication of their results, but a budgetary item to help future ones financially with at least seed money would be warmly welcomed and surely put to good use.tt Attractive possibilities keep coming to mind, and rarely does a month pass without at least one worthy proposal being conceived or received in application form to our very small and almost unendowed Foundation.
(b) Among writing and editing projects, in addition to the books' series mentioned above in 4(b), (c), and (d), and the books of Proceedings etc. emanating from each of the four ICEFs cited in 7, we have a new edition of the President's Introduction to Plant Geography and Some Related Sciences being undertaken in collaboration with the Senior Lecturer in Plant Geography and Soil Science in the University of Hong Kong. The new edition should include additional sections or at least passages on pollution effects and ecology, plant conservation, introductions and their effects, plant competition, continental drift, foreseeable effects of climatic change, and the role of plants in environmental conservation -for all of which, and widespread updating, specialist cooperation will be needed. An Indonesian edition of Ecosystem Theory and Application is under way for which a useful cheque has been received on behalf of FEC. Meanwhile the following three attractive prospects have been approved by the Foundation and are under active consideration:
(c) a planned anthology on the theme of Environmental Education Around the World, which it is hoped will be edited by two acknowledged leaders in the field; (d) a book on The Imperative of Expert Environmental Impact Assessment Before Funding (ditto); and (e) A History of Europe's Forests, at the instance of a trained forester who recently retired from long service in a uniquely pertinent position.
World Who's Who in Environment & Conservation
With the subtitle of Leading Specialists, Administrators, and Benefactors, it has now been finally decided to complete this much-needed compilation over the next few years and to publish it by some means as yet undetermined. The expectation is to have about 3,000 biographies in a handy volume of some 600-700 pages, and the hope is to find a benevolent donor who will enable us to send a gift copy to each and every published biographee. Nearly four thousand copies of the Questionnaire have so far been printed and are being sent to a like number of potential biographees who have been chosen with the help particularly of The World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as well as from the Foundation's files and have subsequently been approved by its confidential Awards Committee which makes the final choices of those to be sent the Questionnaire and, with it, a sheet of sample biographies in the style and format of the planned volume of which a dummy has been provided by the Foundation's Printer. (c) 'Encouragement of a proposed "World Circle for Survival Concensus" to support the World Council For The Biosphere in its efforts towards impressing on decision-makers and the world at large the imperative of action along appropriate lines ... to relieve increasing pressures on The Biosphere'. This is not now being activated as WCB is ceasing separate functioning for the time being (cf. 2 above) and, as regards any 'salvation' aspects, is likely to be taken care of by the International Green Cross activities in Geneva and The Hague (under the Presidency of Mikhail S. Gorbachev, of Russia, see the footnote on page 102).
(d) Endowment is desired of the Baer-Huxley Memorial Lectures on topics of contemporary environmental concern, normally given in connection with ICEFs -see 1 (above). Previous Lecturers have been Maurice F. Strong, Gro Harlem Brundtland, and Mostafa K. Tolba.
(e) Endowment of the Foundation's annual Best Paper Prize which hitherto has been bestowed on up to 9 people at once and so become undesirably subdivided. Most often to date each year four papers (commonly of multiple authorship) have been chosen as joint winners, which seems a useful indication of the general quality of papers published by the Foundation.
(f) In view of the quadrupling in value of the International Sasakawa Environment Prize, the establishment of the Blue Planet Prize of two even-more-valuable halves, and the expectation that the Nobel Peace Prize may soon be considered as embracing environmental peace, it seems that the need for annual awards for environmental attainment and leadership is at last being taken care of, and that we should now concentrate on more specific Biosphere Prizes as indicated in 6 above.
(g) The convening of 'working groups of leading specialists to pronounce quite freely on major environmental threats' seems likely to be effected through the Geneva and The Hague 'International Green Cross' plans and/or the International Academy of The Environment. ** And, as we go to press, a request to 'co-sponsor, without any financial commitment', a '1st International Scientist and Technologist Congress & Convention' late this year in seemingly all the main hotels of Singapore.
